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CHILD SUPPORT UPDATE

The Missouri Legislature made several significant changes this year to the child
support laws affecting parents in Missouri with college age children. The changes in the
law went into effect on August 28, 2007. A copy of the relevant portion of the child
support statute (as amended in 2007) is enclosed. Important changes include:

e Age of Emancipation: The age of emancipation was changed from age 22 to age
21 (unless the child support order or judgment states otherwise).

e Grade Point Average Requirement: Child Support may be terminated if a child
who is taking at least 12 credit hours at a post-secondary school program
receives failing grades in half or more of his/her course load in any semester.

e Transcript Requirement: A child must provide his/her transcript to the non-
custodial parent within 30 days of receipt of the transcript from the educational
institution.

As a reminder, in order to qualify for child support after high school, a child
enrolled in a post-secondary school program must provide his/her registration
information to the paying parent(s) which shows the classes that will be taken that
semester as well as the transcript at the end of the semester showing the grades received.

We hope that this information is helpful to your situation. We suggest that you

review your child support judgment to determine how these changes may apply to you. If
you would like to discuss your individual situation, we welcome hearing from you.

Marjorie K. Carter Ann E. Bauer Cynthia L. Albin

arondelet Ave_- Suite 403




452.340.1-5 Revised Statutes of Missouri

452.340. 1. In a proceeding for dissolution of marriage, legal separation or child
support, the court may order either or both parents owing a duty of support to a child of
the marriage to pay an amount reasonable or necessary for the support of the child,
including an award retroactive to the date of filing the petition, without regard to marital
misconduct, after considering all relevant factors including:

(1) The financial needs and resources of the child;

2) The financial resources and needs of the parents;

3) The standard of living the child would have enjoyed had the marriage not
been dissolved;

4) The physical and emotional condition of the child, and the child’s
educational needs;

5) The child’s physical and legal custody arrangements, including the amount
of time the child spends with each parent and the reasonable expenses associated with the
custody or visitation arrangements; and

(6) The reasonable work-related child care expenses of each parent.

2. The obligation of the parent ordered to make support payments shall abate,
in whole or in part, for such periods of time in excess of thirty consecutive days that the
other parent has voluntarily relinquished physical custody of a child to the parent ordered
to pay child support, notwithstanding any periods of visitation or temporary physical and
legal or physical or legal custody pursuant to a judgment of dissolution or legal
separation or any modification thereof. In a IV-D case, the family support division may
determine the amount of the abatement pursuant to this subsection for any child support
order and shall record the amount of abatement in the automated child support system
record established pursuant to chapter 454, RSMo. If the case is not a IV-D case and
upon court order, the circuit clerk shall record the amount of abatement in the automated
child support system record established in chapter 454, RSMo.

3. Unless the circumstances of the child manifestly dictate otherwise and the
court specifically so provides, the obligation of a parent to make child support payments
shall terminate when the child:

(1) Dies;

2) Marries;

3) Enters active duty in the military;

(4)  Becomes self-supporting, provided that the custodial parent has
relinquished the child from parental control by express or implied consent;

(%) Reaches age eighteen, unless the provisions of subsection 4 or 5 of this
section apply; or

(6) Reaches age twenty-one, unless the provisions of the child support order
specifically extend the parental support order past the child’s twenty-first birthday for
reasons provided by subsection 4 of this section.



4. If the child is physically or mentally incapacitated from supporting himself
and insolvent and unmarried, the court may extend the parental support obligation past
the child’s eighteenth birthday.

5. If when a child reaches age eighteen, the child is enrolled in and attending
a secondary school program of instruction, the parental support obligation shall continue,
if the child continues to attend and progresses toward completion of said program, until
the child completes such program or reaches age twenty-one, whichever first occurs. If
the child is enrolled in an institution of vocational or higher education not later than
October first following graduation from a secondary school or completion of a graduation
equivalence degree program and so long as the child enrolls for and completes at least
twelve hours of credit each semester, not including the summer semester, at an institution
of vocational or higher education and achieves grades sufficient to reenroll at such
institution, the parental support obligation shall continue until the child completes his or
her education, or until the child reaches the age of twenty-one, whichever first occurs. To
remain eligible for such continued parental support, at the beginning of each semester the
child shall submit to each parent a transcript or similar official document provided by the
institution of vocational or higher education which includes the courses the child is
enrolled in and has completed for each term, the grades and credits received for each such
course, and an official document from the institution listing the courses which the child is
enrolled in for the upcoming term and the number of credits for each such course. When
enrolled in at least twelve credit hours, if the child receives failing grades in half or more
of his or her courseload in any one semester, payment of child support may be terminated
and shall not be eligible for reinstatement. Upon request for notification of the child’s
grades by the noncustodial parent, the child shall produce the required documents to the
noncustodial parent within thirty days of receipt of grades from the education institution.
If the child fails to produce the required documents, payment of child support may
terminate without the accrual of any child arrearage and shall not be eligible for
reinstatement. If the circumstances of the child manifestly dictate, the court may waive
the October first deadline for enrollment required by this subsection. If the child is
enrolled in such an institution, the child or parent obligated to pay support may petition
the court to amend the order to direct the obligated parent to make the payments directly
to the child. As used in this section, an “institution of vocational education” means any
postsecondary training or schooling for which the student is assessed a fee and attends
classes regularly. “Higher education” means any junior college, community college,
college, or university at which the child attends classes regularly. A child who has been
diagnosed with a developmental disability, as defined in section 630.005, RSMo, or
whose physical disability or diagnosed health problem limits the child’s ability to carry
the number of credit hours prescribed in this subsection, shall remain eligible for child
support so long as such child is enrolled in and attending an institution of vocational or
higher education, and the child continues to meet the other requirements of this
subsection. A child who is employed at least fifteen hours per week during the semester
may take as few as nine credit hours per semester and remain eligible for child support so
long as all other requirements of this subsection are complied with.



